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In the United States, public art once meant a statue in the town square. Today, American . ———

artists are moving into store-fronts to make art with different communities. New Urban Arts m_’ITTI‘"
in Providence, RI, an after-school program for high school students, helps us think of art as h
a process, rather than as a product to be admired. Focusing on a collaborative process could =
improve the teaching of humanities such as literature and history beyond the University |

faculty who learns as much from the community as the community learns from the faculty.
At New Urban Arts, artists don't teach students but rather the two groups work together to
make something new. And the process is as important as the product -- not something the
University usually believes. At Brown University, we run a program in Public Humanities
that works hard to put into practice the lessons of New Urban Arts.
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